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The Ministry of Education (previously MHRD) along with the UGC charted a 

yearlong programme in commemoration of the 70th Constitution Day, (26th

November, 2020) and nominated the National Law University Delhi as the 

National Coordinating University. ‘Fundamental Duties’ ‘kartavya’ was 

identified as the overall theme, a dedicated website by the same name was 

also setup by the UGC. https://kartavya.ugc.ac.in/

NLUD Committee for celebration of 70th Anniversary of lndia’s Constitution 

consisted of Prof. G. S. Bajpai, Registrar as the Nodal officer, Prof. K P S 

Mahalwar as the Convener, Prof. Ritu Gupta as the Coordinator, members of 

the committee: Dr. Priya Rai, Dr. Risham Garg, Dr. Akash, Dr. Prem Chand, 

Dr. Samar lqbal, Sh. Syed lqbal Ahmad, Sh. Gurjinder, and Dr. Sabhyata 

Prakash. 

Events 

A detailed calendar of events had been prepared at nlud, unfortunately, due 
to the pandemic, some events were cut short. We were able to successfully 
conduct some wonderful initiatives for the same. 

1. The NLUD Calendar 2020, very thoughtfully created, contains all the 
11 Fundamental Duties 

2. Essay Competition, conducted monthly by NLUD in association with 
the UGC and NTA 

3. 26th November 2019, Reading of the Preamble 

4. Prof Ranbir Singh and Prof Ritu Gupta were invited to contribute an 
article jointly to Yojana, a development monthly magazine on the topic 
of Balancing Fundamental Rights and Duties that was well received by 
the readers and policy makers. 

5. Placing of Posters of eminent personalities associated with the 
Freedom Movement and Constituent Assembly along with their quotes 
in relation to the constitution and integrity of India. Mahatma Gandhi, 
Dr. Ambedkar, Sardar Patel. (Coordinated by Dr. Prem Chand) 

https://kartavya.ugc.ac.in/


6. On 17 February 2020, Professor M. P. Singh delivered an enriching 
lecture on ‘Constitutional Status and Importance of Fundamental Duties in 
our Liberal Constitution

7. 16-18 October 2020 Moot Court Competition (coordinated by Dr. Risham 
Garg).  

8. Professor K. P. S. Mahalwar delivered a lecture on “Fundamental Duties in 
the Current Scenario” on 5 June 2020 at IILM University Gurgaon.  

The ‘Committee to Operationalize Suggestions to Teach Fundamental 

Duties to the Citizens of India’, 1999 under the Chairmanship of Justice 

J.S. Verma, was directed towards the far-fetched goal of achieving responsible 

citizenry by emphasising on awareness regarding the provisions of 

fundamental duties and imparting the same through medium of education.  

Report on the Moot Competition 

The moot court competition was conceived as a platform to enable discussions 

among students of law and non-law universities across India on issues of 

environmental preservation as a duty of every citizen and examining the issue 

of air pollution in the context of stubble farming.  

24 teams from across the country, comprising some of the National Law 

Universities and prominent law schools had been shortlisted on the basis of 

written submissions submitted by teams from over 115 universities. These 

teams were judged by India’s top legal minds and professionals who specialise 

in the nuanced field of environment law and constitutional law. The 

participants had the opportunity of not only witnessing the highest level of 

advocacy but also learning from top professionals in the field. The Moot was 

coordinated by a young and dynamic team of NLUD students, who worked 

remotely to make the moot possible and successful. We ensured diversity and 

expertise in environment matters in the benches that were constituted to 

judge the rounds. 



The Judges for the Semi-Finals: 

1. Professor Bharti Kumar, National Law University Delhi 

2. Dr. Vishnu Konooryar, TERI University 

3. Mr. Rahul Narayan, Advocate on Record 

4. Ms. Pallavi Sharma, Advocate on Record 

5. Mr. Ajit Sharma, Advocate on Record 

6. Mr. Mrigank Prabhakar, Advocate on Record 

Bench for the Finals 

1. Hon’ble Justice Swatantra Kumar, Former Chairperson, National 

Green Tribunal, Former Judge, Supreme Court of India. 

2. Mr. Shyam Diwan, Senior Advocate, Supreme Court of India 

3. Mr. Nawneet Vibhaw, Partner, Shardul Amarchand Mangaldas & Co. 



Hon’ble Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel, Chairperson, National Green 

Tribunal, Former Judge, Supreme Court of India, delivered the 

Valedictory Address on “Fundamental Duties and Environmental 

Jurisprudence: Contemporary Issues”. He delivered an enriching 

presentation upon the interplay between fundamental duties, 

environmental jurisprudence balancing the development of the economy 

and society. The need is to strike a careful balance between the two i.e., 

economic development on one side and pollution free, healthy environment 

on the other. A process needs to be developed by which development can 

be sustained for generations by improving the quality of human life while 

at the same time living in harmony with nature and maintaining the 

carrying capacity of life supporting eco-system. Thus, the focus must be at 

integration of developmental and environmental imperatives and 

sustainable development remains the only solution and administrative and 

individual actions ought to proceed in accordance therewith and not de 

hors the same. 

Winning Team: National University of Study and Research in Law, 

Ranchi NUSRL 

Runners up: Symbiosis Law School, Hyderabad 

https://nludelhi.ac.in/news2.aspx?id=37189

The National Commission to Review the Working of Constitution was set up 

to pass its expert comments and suggestions on ‘Effectuation 

https://nludelhi.ac.in/news2.aspx?id=37189


of  Fundamental Duties of Citizens’ determining the crucial question of 

whether Article 51-A served its purpose, and if not, where have people 

precisely failed in implementing Article 51-A? The Commission reiterated 

that “the first and foremost step required by the Union and State Governments 

is to sensitise the people and create a general awareness of the provisions 

of  fundamental duties amongst the citizens on the lines recommended by 

Justice Verma Committee. Thus, the most crucial requirement remains the 

need to sensitise the masses regarding their fundamental duties. Though 

these duties are not themselves enforceable in courts nor their violation, as 

such, punishable, nevertheless, if a court, before which a fundamental right 

is sought to be enforced, has to read all parts of the Constitution, it may refuse 

to enforce a fundamental right at the instance of an individual who has 

patently violated any of the duties specified in Article 51-A.


